
 
  

 
 
 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

Day of Love 
 
 

Education Trip to 
the North 

 
 

Wheelchair 
Presentations 

 
 

Community 
Support Visit 

 
 

Sponsor Visit 
 
 

And much more 
 

ISGF News 
January – April 2011                Helping people to support themselves 
 

 
DAY OF LOVE 

 
 
By Cecelia Chung 
 
 
On February 17th 2010, the Day of Love was held at the Pakkred Homes for the 
8th year. This once a year special day for the underprivileged children is 
organized by Dr. Amput,  Director of the Dental Clinic Project.  ISGF members 
Khun Prapaisri,  Khun Annie, Kumiko and Cecilia together with ISGF president 
Khun Pan joined by Dr. Suvapa Prapakamol, the director of  the Dental Service 
Program for the Recipients under the Patronage of the Department of Social 
Development and Welfare with the Collaboration of Faculty of Dentistry, 
Chulalongkorn University as well as a group of Dental students from 
Chulalonkorn University were present at the Nonthapoom Home. 
 
Before the program started, a speech was given by Dr. Somsinee Pimkaokaem 
and gifts were given to the best attended volunteer helpers that had serviced the 
Dental Clinic Project.  The entertainment for the enthusiastic children was a 
magic show and balloon art by the magician’s helper.  The magic show was 
well performed and well received.  All children old and young seemed to have 
enjoyed the show.  Each child received a toy artistically made by the magician’s 
helper in the shape of swords and various animals.         Continued on page 2 
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Day of Love 
Continued from page 1 
 
The magic show lasted for about half an hour 
but the magician did not leave right after the 
performance.  Instead he came off the stage 
and mingled with some older children showing 
them some simple magic tricks.  Needless to 
say, all were awed and eager to try to do the 
same.  During this time, a lunch bag 
containing foods and goodies were given to 
every child before they were taken back to 
their homes. 
 
All in all, the morning went well and the 
children were happy.  This was made possible 
by the kind sponsorship of Khun Vichai and 
Khun Ketana Assarat. DrN. Amput later 
guided a tour for them around the Dental 
Clinic explaining that from a humble one chair 
clinic, it has now grown to a seven chair clinic 
servicing over 150 children three times a 
week.  The stock room was impressively tidy 
and in order.  This of course would not have 
been possible without the volunteer group of 
Dentists and Dental students plus other 
volunteers to help keep the children 
entertained and in order while in the waiting 
process.  From the Dental Clinic, the group 
also visited the Baan Feung Fa and the 
Rachavadee Girls’ Home.  To complete the 
day, all who were able to stay were invited to 
a sumptuous lunch at the Dental Clinic.  We 
wish to thank Dr. Amput for giving everyone a 
enlightening day and we look forward to more 
Day of  Love in the years to come. �  
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The ISGF and the 
SHARE Institute  
 
By Marilyn Lembecke, SHARE Associate 
 

 
 
The SHARE Institute is located in Fair Oaks, 
California, a long way from Thailand!  
SHARE is a small non-government 
organization (NGO) in existence since 2000.  
The President and founder, Soheir Stolba, is 
an Anthropology Professor.  In the past she 
has worked on large projects for the World 
Health Organization and U.S. Aid.  But these 
were large projects with long timelines and so 
she decided to make an immediate difference 
by starting The SHARE Institute.  SHARE 
gives mini grants to small international 
organizations to better the lives of people in 
need with emphasis on women and children.  
Yes, SHARE’s grants are small but can make 
a huge difference in an individual’s life.  
 
 In 2003, I visited Thailand and met with the 
several members of the ISGF to give a 
SHARE donation of $500 toward the 2004 
blanket distribution project.  Subsequently, I 
went on two blanket distributions and met 
some of the dedicated ISGF volunteers who 
work diligently to help others.  And we had 
fun too!  
  
Since then, SHARE has donated 5 or more 
wheelchairs a year through 2010 and we plan 
to do so again this year.  The ISGF is the 
perfect partner for us.  We are dependent on 
volunteer help and our office is a small 
building on the grounds of Soheir’s home to 
lower our administrative costs.  So the ISGF 
and SHARE are much alike in many ways, but 

mostly in our desire to make a change for the 
better for those in need.  I have met with Pan, 
the ISGF President, the past two years when I 
was in Thailand and look forward to continued 
involvement with your outstanding 
organization and members!  �  
 
You can visit the SHARE Institute Website at: 
http://www.theshareinstitute.org/ 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Japan Earthquake Relief 
 

  
On April 5, a contribution of 40,000 baht 
by members of the ISGF was presented to 
Mr. Takashi Okada, Minister, at the 
Japanese Embassy to help victims of the 
disastrous earthquake and tsunami in Japan. 
 
Present: Pan, Dhanistha, Kumiko, and 
Bernie 
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Schools at the End of the Road… 

Mae Hong Son Revisited 
By Ursula Wall 

“How long does it take to get to the school?” I 
asked Khruu (Teacher) Apichart who had just 
turned off a minor road into an even more 
minor road.  ”About 45 minutes,” he 
replied.  Then, with a twinkle in his brown 
eyes, he added: “Twenty minutes when I don’t 
have passengers!” 

He was very proud of his new four-wheel 
drive utility vehicle, which was carrying us 
relatively smoothly over potentially bone-
breaking potholes, up impossible inclines, and 
around dizzying single-lane curves. The 
patchy combination of concrete and packed 
dirt was too much for the van which had 
driven us into the Mae Sariang area of Mae 
Hong Son, so our official driver had lengthy 
breaks while we crossed all types of terrain to 
reach schools in remote hill villages. 

It was day two of a three-day trip into the hills 
of Mae Hong Son to visit various school 
building projects managed by THEP (Thailand 
Hilltribe Education Projects) and to interview 
students who, without the benefit of modest 
scholarships, won’t be able to continue their 
studies. I’ve talked about this collection of 
projects before, after my first visit, in my posts 
of mid- and late-November last year. 

On the first day of this trip, we visited the new 
dorm that had been officially opened at Ban 
Mae Na Jang Neua (you won’t find that on 
many maps!) on our last trip. Seven boys, 
ranging from age seven through to fifteen, 
were there to show us around. The other 
twelve-odd dormitory residents had returned  

 

 

to their families in even-more-distant and 
inaccessible villages for the weekend.   

We were re-visiting this school because the 
dormitory still had no furniture: no beds or 
cupboards and very little bedding.  The school 
principal was there, with costings in hand, to 
see if Susan Race, the THEP founder and 
manager, could find the necessary funding. 
They nutted out the details and we ate a full 
and delicious ‘pre-dinner’, knowing we were 
expected at another school for our main meal. 
But you can’t say no to food!  Nor can you say 
no to a late afternoon dance performance, 
when the girls have been so excited that they 
put their make-up on in the morning, only to 
have it melt off their faces in the heat of the 
day. 

These trips are about the children – and their 
ability to continue their educations against the 
odds. And it is the children that make these 
trips such a joy! Smiling, curious, making fun 
out of practically nothing, they seem to be 
thriving under very difficult conditions. 

Once we reached our final destination that 
day, Ban Mae Toh, we were treated to more 
food, more dancing, and a ceremonial opening 
of the ISGF canteen we had watched being 
built on our last visit.  

We went on, in Khruu Apichart’s new truck, 
to visit two more schools, where we were 
entertained by singing children and fed more 
food.  More importantly, other canteen and 
dormitory projects were reviewed and students 
looking for scholarships were interviewed. 
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Khruu Apichart and his wife, Khruu Usa work 
full time - not just at their schools, but liaising  
for THEP Projects and advocating for students 
and schools in their area. 

Susan does these trips three or four times a 
year, and you have to admire her for it!  They 
are not particularly comfortable; the van has 
seen better days and even the better roads 
challenge it fully. Accommodation is often on 
floors: on this trip we slept on mattresses on 
the floor: one night in teacher housing, and 
another night in ‘cottages’ on one of the 
King’s agricultural projects. But, the food is 
great, scenery is beautiful, and the people are 
warm and welcoming. Most importantly, they 
so clearly need what little we can bring them, 
and are very happy to receive it. 

Here’s hoping we can all do better for the 
children of the future.  �  

You can visit Ursula’s blog at 
http://www.ursulasweeklywanders.com/ 
 

Khruu Apichart and Usa 

 

Ready for the performance 

Hmong children, Ban Huay Pheung Mai 

 

Karen girls at Mae Toh 

 

 

  
���������	
������ 




��

����
��
���	������
	���
���������	
��
����
���� 
���
������	
�������	�

�
���

����
��
���
�������
����
���
��� ��
������	���
��
�� �����
��������
��
���
��
���

�������	
!
"�
��
�������
����
��������
��
���
����� �
�������
������������
���������

	������	
���
	���	��	���
��
#��"�
���
��	�
����
�
� ��
����	
��
	����
����
#����

��
����
����
��#���	�������
��	�	
!
��
�����
������ 
����
��
����
���#
����
$���	�

�������
�	
��
%&
&'(
'))&�
%&
&'(
'))'
��
�#���
�	
��
�	��*���������+ ��������#�




6   ISGF | January – April 2011                      

A Real School Canteen! 
 
 
By Susan Race 
 
On February 28th, 2011, the ISGF canteen was 
officially opened at Ban Mae Toh School.  
The government does not provide canteens in 
hill tribe schools and the children therefore 
have no place to cook or eat their food other 
than in the classrooms. They normally cook 
their rice and eat outdoors which becomes 
impossible in the wet season.  Ban Mae Toh 
school has a student population of over 200 
children so providing food was very difficult 
for the students and the teachers.  They had 
built a temporary shelter to use for various 
activities but this was in danger of falling 
down so they asked the THEP group to help. 
 
Thanks to the ISGF donation of 465,987 Baht, 
the teachers, caretakers, students and villagers 
built a new canteen with a kitchen and storage 
facilities.  We were told that if the government 
had built it, it would have cost double that 
amount.  The participation of the school and 
the villagers is always heartwarming and no 
one seems to mind the extra work.  In fact to 
see their proud faces at the opening ceremony 
is reward in itself to ISGF.  �  
 
 
 
 

 
Before 
  
 

 
 
 

 
After 
 

 
Big cooking pots for one hundred hungry 
students 
  

 
The new canteen furniture 
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Formal handing over of the key to the village 
headman, to the headmaster, to the teacher to 
the students 

This Student Needs 
Help  

  
 
During my trip I was introduced to a family 
who has recently lost their main breadwinner.  
The young father who died prematurely of 
cancer has left the mother and three daughters 
virtually destitute.  The mother is still able to 
work in the fields for a little income but in no 
way can she support the education of her 3 
daughters.  To make matters worse, the 
youngest child suffers from a heart condition 
(Ebstein's anomaly) and needs an operation 
urgently.  Thanks to a very good friend of 
mine who accompanied me on the trip, we 
have arranged for the child to be operated on 
in Chiang Mai in June.  However, the children 
still need educating.  
  
Here is the story of the middle girl, Janpen.  If 
you would like to support her, please email us 
at isgf_education@yahoo.com. 
 
I am Janpen Goonjit-Tamaton, aged 16 years.  
I am studying in Mattayom 3 (M3, Grade 10) 
at Mae La Noy Darungsit School.  We are 3 
girls in the family - I am the oldest.  I have a 
younger sister, 14 years, called Laongdaew.  
She studies in M2 at Mae Goh School.  The 
little one is Banteedaa aged 5 years and in 
Kindergarten.  Now we are a family of only 4 
people, 3 girls and my mother.  My father 
passed away recently. I am now living with my 
relatives in Ban Mae Bang while I attend 
school in Mae La Noy, which is a long way 
from my home village.  I have to take the 
pickup to school every morning and home in 
the evening to my relative’s house I help in the 
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house to pay for my keep.  After I finish doing 
the housework when I come home from school, 
I do my homework.  Every day it is the same. 
   
Before my father died in October, he 
complained of stomach pain.  He went to the 
hospital in Mae La Noy.  My mother said he 
had to stay in the hospital in Mae Sariang for 
treatment and she would have to take care of 
him.  I could not help, as the school term had 
not finished.  I replaced my mother on the 
weekends so that she could go home and take 
care of the house and the other 2 children.  My 
father never left the hospital.  I stayed with 
him during the holidays and when I was with 
him he asked me to promise to continue my 
education and take care of the family for him.  
I told my father I would but he must get better 
and come home. Then he died suddenly.  We 
cried and we were all so sad about his cancer.  
We knew we had to be glad that we still had 
each other in our small house.  After father 
died I did not know how I would ever continue 
my education.  My mother had no income and 
would never be able to support us.  I thought I 
would have to leave school and I said I would 
quit.  But my mother would not allow it even 
though she could not support us by herself.  I 
felt I had to go on for my mother’s sake but 
she cannot work in the fields on her own even 
though she said she would manage.  We then 
went to the headman of the village and he 
advised me not to stop school, as I was eldest 
and the main hope of the family.  My youngest 
sister has a weak heart.  Ever since she was 
born she has had a heart disease.  Her heart 
beats very fast and she is very tired and weak 
all the time.  We have to watch over her all the 
time.   
 
If I can continue my schooling to M4, I will go 
to Khun Yuam Wittaya School, which is closer 
to my relatives’ house and I can save money 
on transport and earn my keep there. My 2 
younger sisters can study at Huay Pheung Mai 
School because there is a dormitory there.   
I want to be a teacher one day and help the 
children on the mountains so that they have a 
better opportunity.  If my dream comes true, I 
can help my family have a better life.   �  

Wheelchair Project 
Presentation 
 
By Dr. Boonchantra  Hussain 
 
On November11, 2010, ISGF presented fifteen 
wheelchairs at Samutprakarn 
Disabled Persons Association Hall in 
Samutprakarn Province, located 
1 1�2 hours from Bangkok. 
  
Dr. Boonchantra Hussain, Wheelchair Project 
Coordinator, accompanied by ISGF President, 
Pan Benjarit, and member, Nimmi Handa 
attended the ceremony. The Vice President of 
Thai with Disability Foundation, Managing 
Director of Samutprakarn Disabled Persons 
Association and their team were there to assist 
us in arranging the presentation. 
 
One of the outstanding recipients was a young 
woman of 45 years, who has been virtually 
limbless since birth. She manages to ride a 
special motorcycle and works in an 
occupational training factory as a sewing 
machine operator producing shopping bags 
dresses etc to earn her living.  She was thrilled 
to receive a 3-wheeled chair and told us her 
dream had come true at last!  �  
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Visit to Minburi 
Muslim Family 
By Rosa M. Heindel 
 
On Feb.1st of this year I had the pleasure to 
accompany Dr.Boonchantra to visit a local 
Muslim Thai family whom were in very 
desperate need of assistance. As many of you 
know Dr. Boon is our Wheelchair Project 
coordinator and as such she is always looking 
how she can help those people whom may not 
be able to have access to wheelchairs.  
We wanted to go visit this individual and see 
if she needed further assistance. 
 
Miriam Wangsatang, a widow of 36��years of 
age, with 5 children ranging in ages from 8 to 
16 years old. We found that her needs were 
much more than just the need for a wheelchair.  
 

 
 
Mrs. Wangsatang has been on her own for 7 
years living on a day to day basis, supporting 
her children by doing embroidery jobs and 
knitting, hardly a lavish salary to support 5 
growing children.  In the past year Mrs. 
Wangsatang became ill and required 
hospitalization where she was diagnosed with 
a severe arterial thrombosis disease along with 
numerous other problems like severe 
malnutrition. In September 2010 her right leg 
was amputated with doctors indicating that her 
left leg will also have to be removed all due to 
her poor circulation in her limbs. After her 

release from hospital her mother-in-law gave 
the family of six a room at her home which 
she shares with four other families. The room 
is approximately 8ft.x8ft with two windows, 
toilet is outside the home.  Mrs. Wangsatang 
needs to be carried to use the facilities and can 
only do so when her 16 yr. old son is at home.  
She moves about the room with the help of a 
rope attached to the ceiling rafters. I found her 
to be a lovely woman of strong faith and very 
loving of her children, her only worries. She 
expresses pride of how well her children are 
coping with their unfortunate turn in life and 
prays for the best for them in case of her 
demise. 
 
I was extremely pleased with the Sattachon 
Foundation of the Minburi district whom has 
been helping the Wangsatang family. This 
small foundation helps the Muslim community 
in Minburi, but their funds cannot provide for 
all the family care and Mrs. Wangsatang 
monthly post surgical care (she still has open 
wounds that require monthly care). Her 16 yr. 
old son has dropped out of school to take 
cooking lessons. The Satthachon Foundation 
will try and help him set up a vendor cart to 
sell food in the streets in order to help support 
his family. They have also taken the 10 yr. old 
daughter Chinanun under their loving care at 
the home they provide for female orphans and 
needy.  At present the funds are yet not 
available for them to build a separate dorm for 
males. Therefore all the boys remain at home 
with mother. 
 
Anyone interested in helping this family 
should direct their donations to either ISGF 
with the Wangsatang family name or directly 
to the Satthachon Foundation in Minburi 
@www.satthachon.org or email 
satthachon@hotmail.com. 
 
I would like to express our appreciation for the 
sponsor who donated the wheelchair that was 
donated to Mrs. Wangsatang on the day of our 
visit; your caring will be rewarded. Lastly I 
would like to thank the ISGF for giving me the 
opportunity to go and visit this family.  �  
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Community Support Project Visit 
 
By Joan Heng 
 
Khun Supattra, Kumiko and I visited the 
Hway Kwang/Din Daeng district on the 2nd of 
March, 2011.  Led by Khun Prawet and two 
members of the DPW Hway Kwang office, we 
made our first stop at Chumchon Intamara 1 
where fourteen elderly and a few volunteers 
from the community awaited eagerly at the 
medical center for our arrival.  Eleven of them 
were regular rice recipients who receive two 
bags monthly from Mr. Thomson Hung, while 
the other three were new applicants. 
 
The visit unraveled with Khun Supattra’s short 
introduction followed by the donation of 
eyeglasses from KLM that was presented to 
the needy.  Shortly after, goodie bags of 
canned food, snacks, instant noodles, fish 
sauce, clothes, toiletries and etc were handed 
out to rice recipients.  
  
After the gifts were distributed, we visited 
Khun Noi at her house nearby.  Being disabled 
due to a fall caused by stroke 13 years ago, she 
was unable to come to the medical centre.  She 
was however, delighted to see us and tried her 
best to sit up to greet us despite the obvious 
discomfort. 
 
Partially paralyzed at 60 years of age, Khun 
Ar was the next person we visited as we 
proceeded to Chumchon Koonakti.  According 
to Khun Bancha, the chief of the community, 
his brother is also disabled and so was his 
mother who has already passed away. 
 
 Living nearby was Khun Somchit who lives 
in a two-storey wooden house that urgently 
needs repair due to a damaged stairway.  She 
is 70 years old and diabetic with high blood 
pressure. CSP is following up with this case 
with Khun Bancha’s assistance to source the 
materials for repair and find someone in the 
community to fix the stairway at no cost. 
 
 

 
 
Our final stop was at Chumchon MaeNua 2 
where we visited another two rice recipients.  
Khun Chong and Khun Lamaet are both 77 
years old.  Khun Chong is healthy except for a 
little pain on his spine while Khun Lamaet is 
diabetic and has high cholesterol and high 
blood pressure.   
 
We’ve learned from this visit that diabetes, 
high blood pressure and high cholesterol are 
the most common ailments.  Extra pocket 
money is made by recycling, as we saw in 
most homes, a collection of used bottles, 
plastics, paper and anything that can be sold to 
buy some food to go with the rice they 
received.  Despite the abject poverty and poor 
living conditions, it was heartening to see 
some smiles during our visit, which we hope 
could bring some joy and relief to those in 
need.  �  
 

 
 

 



 

On the Path to Walking
 
By Annie Suwanvanichkij 
 
Stricken with spastic diplegia cerebral palsy, 
Jakkrit Pavamai, or Nong Ton, is unable to 
walk. His leg and hip muscles are tight and 
weak. He also has little control of his right 
hand. Despite such limitations, Nong Ton is 
full of energy, and thanks to the 
physiotherapist program supported by ISGF, 
the determined 6-year old makes progress 
every day. He can get around using leg braces, 
stand for short periods of time, and eventually 
may be able to walk on his own. 
 
Nong Ton’s treatment program consists of 
stretching to reduce muscle spasticity, weigh 
training with light sand bags to gain strength 
in his legs and hip, climbing on a stall bar for 
improved flexibility and coordination, using 
horizontal bars to practice standing firmly on 
both feet, and practicing hand exercises to 
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On the Path to Walking  

cerebral palsy, 
is unable to 

walk. His leg and hip muscles are tight and 
weak. He also has little control of his right 

Despite such limitations, Nong Ton is 

therapist program supported by ISGF, 
year old makes progress 

every day. He can get around using leg braces, 
stand for short periods of time, and eventually 

Nong Ton’s treatment program consists of 
stretching to reduce muscle spasticity, weigh 

aining with light sand bags to gain strength 
in his legs and hip, climbing on a stall bar for 
improved flexibility and coordination, using 
horizontal bars to practice standing firmly on 
both feet, and practicing hand exercises to 

gain more movement in the 
coordinate functions between both hands. 
Nong Ton also receives hydrotherapy to build 
additional strength in his muscles.
 
He gains leg and hand function little by little, 
and he is more stable when he stands. With 
continued treatment, Nong 
good. While he will always have to live with 
this debilitating condition, he is on the path to 
a more independent and enriching life.
 
ISGF would like to thank the following 
sponsors for this worthwhile project:
Thai Adoption UK, Sticht
Foundation, Thomson Foundation
Mrs. Sophie Kanjanapas, Mrs. Chavali 
Osathanugrah and Mrs. 
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gain more movement in the right hand and 
coordinate functions between both hands. 
Nong Ton also receives hydrotherapy to build 
additional strength in his muscles. 

He gains leg and hand function little by little, 
and he is more stable when he stands. With 
continued treatment, Nong Ton’s prognosis is 
good. While he will always have to live with 
this debilitating condition, he is on the path to 
a more independent and enriching life. 

ISGF would like to thank the following 
ponsors for this worthwhile project:- 

Thai Adoption UK, Stichting Job en Maria 
Foundation, Thomson Foundation, 
Mrs. Sophie Kanjanapas, Mrs. Chavali 

 Pan Bencharit.  �  
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The Baan Rachawadee Bang Saen Beach Trip 
A Memorable Day for All 

 
ISGF sponsors some 11th and 12th graders 
from the International School of Bangkok to 
take some of the children from Baan 
Rachawadee to the Bang Saen beach. This is 
an article written by one of the students, Lisa 
Vongchingtrong. 
 
We all have childhood memories that simply 
stay with us forever. For me, my favorite 
childhood memories took place during my 
family’s annual beach trips to the nearby 
beach-town of Hua Hin. On Saturday, March 
19, 2011, I had the opportunity to give other 
children the same childhood experience I was 
fortunate to receive during the annual Baan 
Rachawadee beach trip to Bang Saen beach. 
 This year, twenty-one handicapped 
children (many of whom suffer from cerebral 
palsy) were taken from their wards in Baan 

Rachawadee, as well as a few from Rainbow 
House, for a day of fun in the sun. The 
children were taken to nearby Bang Saen 
beach by nineteen ISB students. The majority 
was composed of dedicated club members 
who play with these children every week. 
This trip has been an ongoing event for around 
eleven or twelve years. The day consists of 
long walks on promenade, lunch, playing in 
the sand and finally ending with a dip in the 
ocean. Baan Rachawadee club president Prin 
Oungpasuk (12) comments that “[the] 
highlight of the trip is always when the kids 
get to enter the water because everyone is just 
having a great time. This is the only time each 
year that the kids get a chance to come to the 
beach, and it shows by looking at the smiles 
on their faces”.  �  
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A Charity Day Trip to Pattaya and Ship Visit 
 

By Vicky Strunk 
 

Present:   Amput Intaraprasong, Annie 
Suwanvanichkij, Cecilia Chung, Dhanistha 
Wongapichart, Pan Bencharit, Praphaisri 
Boonpojanasoontorn, Ruby Shum, Thiranant 
Wipuchanin, Vicky Strunk, Hong Kong 
Ladies and friends 
   
On an unusual cool day, on March 30, about 
24 ISGF members and their friends left 
Bangkok by coach to Pattaya on an excursion 
arranged by Sea Tours Co. Limited at our own 
expense.  The mood was very good as we 
could show off our winterclothe collection.  
Snacks and drinks were served on the bus.  
After a two-hour’s drive we entered Naklua 
area (20 km before Pattaya) and arrived at the 
famous “Santuary of Truth”. The compound is 
surrounded by massive stone walls similar to 
what one finds around castles in the West.    
The wooden structure is situated on a privately 
owned 32-acre piece of land right on the ocean 
front.   In the middle stands a magnificent 
temple decorated with carvings of gods and 
goddesses reflecting thoughts and spirits of 
eastern cultures.  The project began in 1982  
 

 
 
and up to now it is still not completed. The 
owner is the late business tycoon, Sia Lek.  
Other than maintaining the craftsmanship of 
wood carving the owner wished always to 
keep this sanctuary as a piece of ancient 
knowledge for Thai people and visitors for 
generations to come. 
 
 After great lunch at a well known restaurant 
“Pla Thong” (gold fish),  we boarded the 
brand new 5-star cruise “Silver Spirit” which 
is on an inaugural around-the world voyage 
from Los Angeles to Portsmounth.  As the 
cruise ship was scheduled to stop over at 
Laem Chabang Port, Sea Tours Co. Limited 
took this opportunity to arrange for us to see 
the ship – facilities available and how the 
guests are accommodated.  After the guided 
tour an afternoon tea was served on board 
before our departure to Bangkok. 
 
 All proceeds will be donated to ISGF. 
 
 In this regard ISGF wishes to thank Sea Tours 
Co. Ltd. for their contribution and excellent 
arrangements made.  �  
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Sponsor Visit�
 
There are many things that remain the same 
regardless of country or culture; the value of a 
smile is one that readily comes to mind. 
 
On our recent holiday in Thailand I learnt 
another – a girl’s love for shopping!! 
 
From previous visits, we knew that we were 
due to arrive in Bangkok a few days after our 
sponsor child’s (Anchalee) birthday. As such, 
we thought how wonderful it would be to 
spend some time with her and choose a 
birthday gift. 
 
With the kind blessing of Khun Dhanistha at 
the ISGF office, we arranged a time to meet 
with Anchalee, her mother Orasa and older 
brother Wararorn. 
 
It was probably a strange sight to see the nine 
of us, hand in hand, as we walked the streets 
en-route to the Skytrain. When Orasa grabbed 
and held my mother-in-law’s hand, we knew 
our expedition would be a success. 
 
When Anchalee held my daughter’s hand, we 
further felt the special bond that we have, all 
the way from Australia. 
 
Thankfully, any language barriers were 
overcome with the help of Pui from ISGF. 
 
As we made our way to the Emporium 
Shopping Centre, it was plain to see that 
Anchalee was going to enjoy the visit. 
 
As the girls covered many miles of retail 
space, moving from dresses to tops to skirts to 
shoes and back to dresses, the boys were left 
to amuse themselves. We found a common 
interest in soccer (and our dislike of 
Manchester United) and I was able to ease 
Wararorn’s feelings of being left out by 
getting him a Chelsea shirt. 
 
Meanwhile, the girls continued to try on many 
clothes and shoes before arriving at a decision.  

 
My fear of a visit to the cosmetics or handbags 
area proved unfounded. 
 
By this time, tiny tummies were feeling 
empty, so we made our way to the food court. 
This was another successful move, judging by 
the empty plates.   
 
We returned to the Skytrain to say our 
farewells. With many hugs and smiles, we left 
with warmed hearts and special memories, 
with hopes that we could do it all over again 
soon.  �  
 
Darren, Rhonda, Scout (Phiengkwan), 
Takdanai and Maureen 
�
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Help Support ISGF 
 
If you would like to make donation towards one of 
our projects - here are instructions on how to do it.  
 
 
ISGF PROJECTS 
 
Education: You can support a child at school 
 
Junior Education 4,000 baht per year 
Senior Education 6,000 baht per year 
AIDS Orphans 6,000 Baht per year 
Vocational Training 12,000 baht per year 
University 20,000 baht per year 
 
Hill Tribe Project  Fund dormitories, canteens, generators, 
portable libraries,… for remote villages 

Other Projects 
 
Dental Clinic  
Sponsor 1 child for 500 baht per year 
Wheelchair Project  
Fund a wheelchair for 5,000 baht 
Healthcare Project 
Help sponsor a specific project 
Welfare Projects 
Help sponsor a specific project 
Newsletter Sponsorship 
Please email or call us for rates  

How to donate in Thailand 
Local Bank Transfer: Please email/mail or fax us deposit slip to 02-258-5334. 
Cheques: Make payable to “International Support Group Foundation” and send to our office. 

How to donate outside Thailand 
International Bank Transfer : Please add amount to cover Thai bank charges and other 
applicable charges (ask your local bank for details).   
International Cheques: Please add 203 Baht to cover bank charges and make payable to 
“International Support Group Foundation” and send to our office. 

Note: Please indicate your name, address, the project you would like to support and sponsor 
reference (if applicable) when you inform us of your donation. 

Our bank details 
International Support Group Foundation 
Account number: 009-3-09605-2 
Bank: Siam Commercial Bank 
Bangkapi Branch 
Bangkok, Thailand. 
Telex no: 20455 SIAMBNK TH 
SWIFT: SICOTHBK 
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