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December 5, 2011 was the focus of all Thais. 
Their revered and beloved King would be 
celebrating his 7th cycle Birthday. From the 
government to all organizations in Thailand, 
everyone was planning something special for 
this occasion. ISGF members too were excited 
and were planning to do something that would 
be fitting for the occasion. The King of 
Thailand loves his subjects and is pained 
especially when they suffer. Thus the suffering 
of the troubled south came to mind, where 
everyday bombs go off, killing and disabling 
innocent people. ISGF has wheelchair 
program which gives mobility to such persons. 
So it was decided to appeal to its members and 
raise money for 84 chairs as special 
celebration of the King’s 84th birthday. The 
appeal for wheelchair donations was made to 
our members and the response was amazing. 
We received donations for 114 wheelchairs 
and the project was named “Wheels of Peace”.                                                                         
 
Our wheelchairs are produced by “Thai 
Wheel” factory, completely run by 8 disable 
persons. 
 

 
 
 

 

The chairs were to be presented on 3rd of 
November but due to the heavy flooding, it 
was changed to 30th November. The three 
Southern provinces of Yala, Pattani, and 
Narathiwat were to receive these chairs as 
these provinces suffer from terrorist bombs 
day in, day out. As a rule, ISGF members 
personally travel to the destinations all over 
the country to make wheelchair donations. 
“Wheels of Peace” is very special project in 
honor of our King’s 84th birthday, but due to 
dangerous conditions in the three provinces, it 
was not possible and advisable for the ISGF 
members to make this journey. Therefore 
Region 4 commander (Royal Thai Army) was 
requested to help. So on 30th of November, 
2011 this special wheel chair presentation was 
made at “Thai with Disability Foundation”. 
One hundred and fourteen chairs with the 
“Wheels of Peace” and donor’s name 
inscribed on the back of the chair were 
presented.  
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The commander sent army personnel and 
trucks to take the 114 wheelchairs to Yala, 
Pattani and Narathiwat. On the stage was the 
King’s picture. The presentation was made by 
ISGF in the presence of few other associations 
and Thai wheel workers. 
 
National anthem was sung to salute his 
Majesty the King. “Long live the King. We 
love the King.” – was chanted three times 
each. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

All the wheelchairs were loaded in army 
trucks by soldiers and sent to their destination. 
We at ISGF felt proud, happy and relieved that 
the dedication to honor our King went well 
and that our “Wheels of Peace” will bring 
some comfort to the recipients.  �  
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Floods in Thailand 
 
Thailand faced one of the worst floods in its 
history this year. Many students experienced 
heavy flooding in their hometowns.  Several of 
them wrote to us from Ayutthaya and Pathum 
Thani provinces which were most affected, 
saying the flood in their areas lasted for about 
3 months.  Their livelihood was the worst in 
their life time.  The flood issue not only 
causing inconvenience, but also their income.  
A lot of their families are food vendors on the 
street or in farming industry.   Apart from 
losing their belongings that were damaged by 
the flood, they also lost their income, and yet 
they had to battle with the higher expenses due 
to low supplies in the flooded areas.  
 

  
A student house 
 
A few of ISGF members had hands-on 
experience with the flood as well. Here are 
some of their stories: 
 
By Supattra Kaewchansilp: I have been 
familiar with flooding since I was responsible 
for helping flood victims in provincial areas 
and Bangkok from 1983 to 1995 before my 
retirement. In the provinces, we travelled by 
boat to hand out disaster relief package to 
flood-affected areas. Most people evacuated 
out of their houses to the roadside. However, 
at houses that had dogs, the dogs refused to go 

out, and remained on the rooftop even after 
their owners tried to move them. 
 
Recently, in May of 2011, there were heavy 
flooding and mud-slide in the 6 Southern 
provinces of Chumporn, Surat Thani, Nakorn 
Sithammarat, Krabi, Trang, and Pattalung. I 
went on a relief operation of Rajaprajanugroh 
Foundation which was founded by King 
Bhumibol. I was assigned to visit families that 
lost their members and children who became 
orphans to hand out royal-sponsored financial 
assistance and scholarship to them. ISGF took 
the opportunity to donate some emergency 
money so that I could bring along on the relief 
trip. 
 

 
 
In 2011, Thailand faced one of the worst 
flooding in history, from the North down to 
Nakonsawan, and from Nakonsawan down to 
the Central provinces of Ayutthaya, 
Pathumthani and all the way to Bangkok. With 
my experience in helping flood victims, I 
thought that this time, Bangkok would 
definitely be flooded. My husband said we 
should be prepared and stock up on food and 
canned food that would be ready for 
consumption if there was no electricity. I did 2 
things: 1) I stocked up on 1-month supply of 
dried foods and rice, and a little bit of fresh 
meat. I forgot to buy vegetables, but after 
being in contact with ISGF member Khun 
Annie, she was kind enough to supply some 
fresh vegetables for me. During the flood, I 
paddled my boat to get the vegetables from 
her. Buying a boat this time enabled me to 
have contact to the outside world. 2) We 
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moved furniture and other items to the 2nd 
floor (some were forgotten!!), and turned off 
electricity in selected spots where water could 
reach. We raised the level of our refrigerator 
since it was the only item to help us survive in 
the water for 3-4 weeks. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
The water level was waste deep in the 
surrounding area of my house, and it seeped 
inside the house to half of the knee level for 
one week. We faced the adventure from 
October 25 to November 20, 2011. I was 
visited by a few friends including members of 
ISGF, and would like to thank them for their 
support. After the water receded, it was a big 
burden for every affected household to do a 
clean-up. Large amount of garbage was 
everywhere on the street. The flood gave us a 
few lessons. I think if more flooding next year, 
I will be even better prepared. But I prefer not 
to go through such adventure again, and rather 
to help others! 

By Pan Bencharit : Prof. Varaporn, retired, is 
a dog lover.  In the past years, she has been 
providing home to many stray dogs.  At the 
height of flood, she was very desperate as her 
house is located in Bang Bua Tong, one of the 
worst hit areas.  She called her veterinarian 
who happened to be my nephew.  My nephew 
in turn called me for help.  Time was running 
out, so I decided to give temporary shelter at 
my Pattaya house provided someone has to be 
there to look after the dogs.  I quickly built 
fence at my backyard.  Around midnight, a six 
wheel truck arrived, carrying 70 dogs.  The 
poor dogs had not been fed either water or 
food since mid day.   By the time the dogs 
were transferred to the new shelter, fed food 
and water, it was already 2 am.  The dogs are 
still with me, as the water at Bang Bua Tong is 
not completely dry yet.  �  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ISGF Members Raised Fund 
for Flood Victims 
 
At our General Meeting on December 2, 
2011, members donated a total of Bt 
131,000 for flood victims. The money will 
be used to help our students and schools 
that were affected by floods, including 
people whom we will visit as part of our 
Community Support project in flood-
affected areas. 
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Morass in Mae Hong 
Son 
 
By Susan Race 
 
In August 2011, I received news of severe 
flooding and landslides in the province of Mae 
Hong Son. Many mountain roads became 
impassable owing to the landslides; some 
roads were completely washed away. All 
electricity connections were cut and schools 
were closed.  
 
Ban Mae Suat School, situated in the Mae 
Yuam River valley, was completely flooded 
and the student boarding house was one metre 
under water. The bedding and clothing for 60 
boarders was totally ruined and the children 
were forced to return to their villages. The 
mountainside behind Ban Huay Hak Mai Tai 
School collapsed and fell into the school 
grounds, burying the toilet block and 
destroying the water supply to the school. 
Many other schools suffered equally.  
 
Pleas for help in Bangkok fell on deaf ears. 
Mae Hong Son: far away out of sight and out 
of mind.  Just another wet season in the north, 
however this year the sheer volume of water 
was extreme. Each year the villagers mend 
their own roads and rebuild their homes but 
without donations, the schools never 
completely recover.  It can take years to get 
repair work done because the government 
budget allocated to provincial schools is never 
enough. 
 
After a month or so, when all that water began 
to make its way south, the teachers and 
students cleaned up the mess, temporarily 
fixed the pipes and the roofs, dried out the 
classrooms and school life resumed. This was 
much of the floodwater that eventually 
surprised the people of the central plains and 
Bangkok. Ironically, many of the hilltribe 
children who could not afford higher 
schooling, had been accepted into temple 
schools in Bangkok and when the flooding 

reached them again in Bangkok in November, 
they had no choice but to return to their 
mountain homes. 
 
Let us not forget, as quickly as the water 
recedes from Bangkok, the disadvantaged that 
rural communities who deal with the aftermath 
of flooding every year.  �  

 
Ban Mae Suat School underwater 
 

 
Boarders retrieving their few belongings 
 

 
Ban Huay Hak Mai Tai School 
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Hillside erosion behind the school 
 

 
School toilet block 
 

 
Another landslide 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Hilltribe Boy in Need 
 

 
 
This is Chumpon Khitwatsanasung.  He is 17 
years old and struggling through high school 
at Ban Mae Hoh in Mae Hong Son.  Chumpon 
is a lovely young man, friendly and helpful 
and in spite of his handicap, he really wants to 
finish his high school education.  He is now 
studying in Grade 9 and has 3 more years to 
complete.  
 
Chumpon has symptoms of cerebral palsy, 
however his teacher says he is a good student 
but his ability to express his intelligence is 
limited by his difficulty in communicating. 
Unfortunately, therapy for his condition is not 
available to him in Mae Hong Son but his 
teachers are very sympathetic and always do 
their best to help him.  
 
Chumpon’s home is in the village of Ban Mae 
La, high in the mountains. His parents are poor 
hilltribe farmers and have 4 children to 
provide for. They are subsistence farmers and 
have virtually no income. To attend school, 
Chumpon must stay in the boarding house and 
look after himself. This is why he needs a 
scholarship, to pay for his personal expenses, 
his transport to return to his village and his 
school equipment and activities.  
  
A scholarship for a senior high school student 
is 6,000 Baht per year, which will help 
towards his costs and will enable him to 
realise his dream of finishing school.  �  
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Visit to Baan Fuengfah 
 
By Cecilia Chung 
 
As reported in the ISGF September-December 
2010 newsletter, one physiotherapist and one 
nanny were hired for Baan Fuengfah from 
generous funds raised by members of the UK 
Adoption group (TAUK) in August 2010.  
Since the fund-raising does not guarantee 
sufficient income to support continuous hiring 
of the two staff, it was agreed forefront that 
the hiring would have to be on year to year 
bases.  ISGF was happy to inform Baan 
Fuengfah that thanks to TAUK, we are able to 
support the two staff for another year.  
  
Recently, Jane and Cheryl from Australia 
made another generous donation to be used for 
Welfare Homes especially for the handicapped 
children.  Khun Pan contacted Baan Fuengfah 
and learned that they are in need of one 
television and 3 DVD players.  These will be 
placed on the newly opened second floor of 
the Sarapee Building.  With the addition of the 
second floor,  they were able to take in 50 
more children in need.  With the left over 
funding, Pan was able to also purchase 3 packs 
of diapers and a few packs of instant noodles.  
We later learned that diapers in sizes L and 
XL are greatly needed at all times. 
 
On August 16th, Pan, Annie and Cecilia made 
a trip to Baan Fuengfah to bring in the 
purchased items as well as to present a check 
for the support of hiring of the two staff. The 
group was met by Khun Chewaporn 
Kamjorhor,  Superintendent of the homes who 
informed us that the previous physiotherapist 
and nanny have resigned and two new staff 
hired.  After presenting the donations from the 
Mitchells,  Khun Chewaporn directed us to the 
rehab and physiotherapy unit  where the newly 
hired therapist Khun Pornpak Patpengwas 
working with a little boy on the tread-mill.  
This particular boy is four years old and was 
not able to walk or speak.  After having 
surgery on his legs and continuous rehab 
therapies, he is now able to take some steps 

and using of the tread-mill is a great help.  
With the dedicated effort of the therapist and 
the caretakers, he is also able to talk to some 
extent.  Other children in the therapy unit were 
also being helped by the caretakers doing 
some stretching and various exercises.  We 
then moved on to the Sarapee Building’s 
second floor where 54 children are under the 
care of nannies.  Among them is Khun 
Rungrat Saikan who is under TAUK’s 
sponsorship.  The second floor addition was 
necessary when the Rachapruek Home was 
getting overcrowded. 
 

 
 

 
 
We then returned to the Baan Fuengfah office 
where Pan and Annie prepared and presented 
the check to Khun Chewaporn.  Baan 
Fuengfah now has under their care 276 boys 
and 160 girls.  Most of these children were 
abandoned by their parents who either left 
them in the hospital or abandoned on streets.  
Some were brought in by their parents who are 
unable to take care of them.  Out of the over 
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400 children, only maybe four or five will 
have a rare visit from one or both parents.   
 

 
 
Baan Fuengfah is committed to care for these 
children and try their best to rehabilitate them 
so that they can help themselves to some 
extent.  This is near impossible to achieve 
without professional helps like 
physiotherapists and special teachers.   
Therefore everyone involved would want to 
once again thank TAUK as well as other 
valuable sponsors for their continuous care 
and support.  �  
 
 

 Kris is Doing Fine!  
 
By Vicky Strunk 
 

 
 
As we all know, the adoption process in 
Thailand normally takes between 2 to 3 years 
to complete.  In Ani van der Schoot’s case,  it 
took her almost 4 years.  There were moments 

when she was not sure that she would succeed.  
But Ani did not give up and worked hard at it.  
Surely at the end of 2009 her dream did come 
true.   She was informed by the Adoption 
Centre that a 2-year old boy from Isan (the 
northeast) has been chosen for her.  The 
approval came at the time when her husband 
was transferred back to the Netherlands.   
According to certain requirements under Thai 
adoption law, Ani, as a new inexperienced 
mother, had to remain in Bangkok alone with 
Kris for further six months before Kris was 
allowed to leave the country.   
 
On 16 October 2011, Dhanista and I made use 
of our recent trip to Germany to find out how 
Kris is adapting to the new environment.  The 
van der Schoots happily agreed to come to 
meet us in Cologne. It was a real pleasure to 
see how much Kris has changed from the time 
we first saw him in Bangkok.  He is like a new 
boy altogether – happy and lively.   He has 
become quite a personality and is very good-
looking.    Ani said “he is very popular among 
girls in the Kindergarten!”  We also were told 
that Kris has recently been accepted to a pre-
elementary school in the neighborhood which 
will start at the beginning of December. 
We can say again that Kris is in very good 
hands and developing well.   
 
Congratulations to the van der Schoot Family 
for being such good parents.  �  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Amput & Flora in 
Singapore 
 

 
 

It’s a real coincidence that two of our 
ISGF members ran into each other in 
Singapore at a famous chicken rice 
shop Boon Tong Kee. 
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Wings of Support 
 
By Cecilia Chung 
 

 
 
The Wings of Support is an organization 
formed by KLM cockpit and cabin crew.  
Probably more than a few of us will remember 
that on one of our flights, some personal items 
had been left in the seat pockets or a small toy 
dropped by one of our children unknowingly 
and we never bothered to trace for them. 
Apparently we are not the odd absentminded 
passengers the airlines encounter.  In fact this 
happens to many others.  One common item 
the airlines find on their flights is eyeglasses. 
Others might leave clothing, books etc. and 
believe it or not sometimes even sets of 
dentures!  KLM would keep these items in 
storage for three months and if they remain 
unclaimed, the airline would have to discard 
them to make room for new findings.  The 
cockpit and cabin crew of KLM came up with 
the brilliant idea of distributing these items to 
people in need instead and thus formed the 
Wings of Support. 
 
ISG valued past president Hetty Franklin’s 
( from year 1993 to 1996) son Jonathan 
Franklin is a cockpit crew with KLM and 
remembered that during his father’s years in 
Thailand with Glaxo Smith Kline, his mother 
was busy helping the needy in Thailand 
through ISG and one of the projects was 
collecting eyeglasses.  Jonathan took the 
initiation of contacting ISGF offering to send 
us the collections of eyeglasses.  We gladly 

accepted the offer and since then many 
hundred pairs of eyeglasses have been kindly 
delivered through their flight crews making 
stopovers in Bangkok. 
 
Recently Jonathan and friend Rudolf came to 
Thailand on a pleasure trip and were able to 
take time from their busy schedule to meet up 
with Pan, Annie and Cecilia.  We were glad to 
be able to know more about what good deeds 
the Wings of Support are doing and vice versa, 
Jonathan can get a clearer view of ISGF 
projects.  They also brought us a big bag of 
eyeglasses containing over 200 pairs which 
will be handed over to Khun Supatra of our 
Community Project who in turn will make 
sure they are put to valuable use.  It always 
brightens up the life of those in need and never 
expected to be able to own a pair of eyeglasses 
that would enable them to see and read better.  
For these, the ISGF,on behalf of all who had 
and will benefit from these glasses, is most 
grateful  to all KLM cockpit and crew 
members.  �  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Soft Copy of the 

Newsletter Now Available 
upon Request 

 
If you’d like a soft copy of our 
Newsletter instead of a hard copy, 
please email us at 
isgf_education@yahoo.com. 
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Who is Who in ISGF 
 
By Vicky Strunk 
 

 
 
First of all I would like to welcome you, 
Madam President, to our new article series 
“Who is who in ISGF – Please tell us a little 
about your background and your family. 
 
I was born in Bangkok.  I have 4 siblings, all 
born in Thailand.  My parents were 
immigrants from Fujian Province in Southern 
China.  We were a middle class family, but my 
parents had the far-sight of sending us abroad 
to study Chinese and English.  I was sent to 
school in Hong Kong when I was 10 years old, 
and had just finished my primary school in 
Bangkok.  I speak Thai, English and Chinese 
(Mandarin, Cantonese, Fujian and Teochew). 
  
As you are one of the founders of ISGF, you 
are in the best position of to brief us on its 
history. 
 
 I am a friend of Micheline Hollaus, the 
founder of International Support Group to 
Public Welfare.  Mischeline Hollaus came to 
Thailand because her husband was appointed 
as General Manager of the Sheraton Riverside 
Hotel.  They had a beautiful young daughter 
and they wanted to adopt a Thai girl.  Through 
adoption, she became friend to Khunying 
Somsri Kanatamala, Director General of 
Public Welfare Dept. at that time.  Micheline 
always accompanied Khunying Somsri 

whenever she went to visit various homes in 
Bangkok or upcountry.  Eventually Khunying 
suggested to Micheline to invite her expat 
friends to do charity work for the poor people 
in Thailand.  In Year 1988, ISG was set up and 
in Year 2003 we were granted foundation 
status.  
 
Out of 37 members around half are Thai 
volunteers – do you feel this is a 
disadvantage or advantage? 
 
 At the beginning, we had more expat 
volunteers than Thai.  However, for the last 
few years, due to the downturn of the Thai 
economy, many expat volunteers’ families 
were either being transferred or their jobs 
being terminated in Thailand.  Unfortunately, 
we were not able to recruit new expat 
members.  Most of our donated money from 
abroad came through the connection of expat 
members.  As an international foundation, I 
would say we should have two third of expat 
members and one third of Thai to justify to be 
called “international” and the language is 
English. 
 
Madame President, you are looking so 
sportive and fit: How do you achieve this 
considering your many activities and 
obligations? 
 
Thank you for your kind words.  I will be 69 
this April.  But age doesn’t scare me, it is the 
attitude that counts.  I will never rely on 
surgery to make me look young, I strongly 
believe in exercise to keep me fit and healthy.  
I swim every morning, 1000 meter non-stop 
which takes me about one hour.  I always feel 
I am so blessed – good parents, good husband 
and good children.  I feel everybody who is in 
a position to give should have a responsibility 
to help the less fortunate in our society. 
 
Thank you Madam President.  �  
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Sponsor Visit 
 
When the Hargreaves family came to visit their
he would do a power point about his trip to Thailand for his school work 
Sedlescombe Primary School in the 
presentation that Jaz made about ISGF after returning to the UK. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With Compliments to ISGF

Khun Taepin Kasemsarn (Anne)

has a pleasure to be a part of ISGF work in supporting the 
underprivileged  people of Thailand.

2011     

came to visit their student at our office, their adopte
he would do a power point about his trip to Thailand for his school work when he went back to 

in the UK. Part of the power point would be about ISGF
presentation that Jaz made about ISGF after returning to the UK. �  

 

With Compliments to ISGF
 

Khun Taepin Kasemsarn (Anne) 
 

has a pleasure to be a part of ISGF work in supporting the 
underprivileged  people of Thailand.  

 

 

                 

their adopted son Jaz said that 
when he went back to the 

UK. Part of the power point would be about ISGF. Here’s the 

With Compliments to ISGF 

  

has a pleasure to be a part of ISGF work in supporting the 
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Wishing you Joy, Love and Happiness in 2012!! 
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With Compliments to ISGF 
 

Dr. Boon Vanasin 
has a pleasure to take part in supporting ISGF work in helping the 

disadvantaged people of Thailand. 
 

 
 

 

ISGF New Website! 
 

Please visit our new and improved website at www.isgfthailand.org 
 

We welcome your suggestion or comment.  
Please email us at 

isgf_education@yahoo.com. 
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Help Support ISGF 
 
If you would like to make donation towards one of 
our projects - here are instructions on how to do it.  
 
 
ISGF PROJECTS 
 
Education: You can support a child at school 
 
Junior Education 4,000 baht per year 
Senior Education 6,000 baht per year 
AIDS Orphans 6,000 Baht per year 
Vocational Training 12,000 baht per year 
University 20,000 baht per year 
 
Hill Tribe Project  Fund dormitories, canteens, generators, 
portable libraries,… for remote villages 

Other Projects 
 
Dental Clinic  
Sponsor 1 child for 500 baht per year 
Wheelchair Project  
Fund a wheelchair for 5,000 baht 
Healthcare Project 
Help sponsor a specific project 
Welfare Projects 
Help sponsor a specific project 
Newsletter Sponsorship 
Please email or call us for rates  

How to donate in Thailand 
Local Bank Transfer: Please email/mail or fax us deposit slip to 02-258-5334. 
Cheques: Make payable to “International Support Group Foundation” and send to our office. 

How to donate outside Thailand 
International Bank Transfer : Please add amount to cover Thai bank charges and other 
applicable charges (ask your local bank for details).   
International Cheques: Please add 203 Baht to cover bank charges and make payable to 
“International Support Group Foundation” and send to our office. 

Note: Please indicate your name, address, project you would like to support and sponsor 
reference (if applicable) when you inform us of your donation. 

Our bank details 
International Support Group Foundation 
Account number: 009-3-09605-2 
Bank: Siam Commercial Bank 
Bangkapi Branch 
Bangkok, Thailand. 
Telex no: 20455 SIAMBNK TH 
SWIFT: SICOTHBK 



                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Telephone: 00 66 (2) 258 5332    Facsimile: 00 66 (2) 258 5334  Email: isgf_education@yahoo.com   Website: www.isgfthailand.org 
                    00 66 (2) 258 5335 


